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Seeligious Communications. 


THOUGHTS ON THE ATONEMERT. 


Tue doctrine of atonement for 
sin, as affording the only ground, 
on which sinners can hope for for- 
giveness, lies at the fottndation cf 
the-whole scheme of doctrine re- 
vealed in the gospel. For this 
reason it is highly tmportant, not 
only that it should be firmly be- 
lieved, but also, as thoroughly 
understood, as the light af- 
forded in the scriptures will ad- 
mit. Under this impression the 
writer of this essay wouldendeav- 
orto throw in his mite, by of- 
fering a few thoughts, which have 
occured iri the course of his med- 
itations on this interesting subjéct. 
In doing this, little notice will be 
taken of the diversé opitiions, 
which have hetetofore been ad- 
vanced on this subject. All that 
will be attempted issimply this, 
to place some of its leading fea- 
tures in what the writer conceives 
to be a scriptural arid ratiorial 
light, and to do it as concisely as 
possible. 

It will probably be admitted 
by all, that the ultimate end, 
which God hasin view in all his 
works, isthe highest good of the 
great system of being ; and, asa 
necetsary mean to the accom- 
plishment of this end; a display 
of his own most glorious’ attri- 


butes. These two conjointly cori. 
stitute what is called the glory of 
God. In displaying his glory it 
is of the first importance thatGod 
should manifest al] bis goodness ; 
or, in other words, show just what 
his feelings are in view of the 
great variety of objects, that are 
to have a plate among his works, 
so that there may be no uncer- 
tainty in the. minds of creatures 
respecting his real character.— 

ence the necessity of an atone- 
ment seems to be grounded on 
the necessity that something be 
done to prevent creatiires from 
having a wrong view of the di- 
vine character, when they see 
sinners forgiven. 

When «ia first thade its appear- 
ance among creatures, holy be- 
ings would in the first place en- 
quire, What are the feelings of the 
divine mind toward this new specics 
of conduct ? ‘To solve this enquiry 
two methods might be adopted, 
viz. declaration and tredtment. In 
some intelligible way God might 
tell them, that in his view sin 
was exceedingly abominable; 
that he hated it with all his 
heart ; and that he was fully dis- 
posed not only to banish sinners 
from his blissful presence, but al- 
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so to pour out upon them to all 
éternity the most dreadful tokens 
of his displeasure. On hearing 
this declaration they would at 
first believe, that such were the 
views and feelings of the divine 
mind toward sin. But if they 
saw nothing take place, if sin- 
ners ssould continue at perfect 
ease, they would at length begin 
to doubt and after a while be 
strongly impressed with this be- 
lief,that God did not feel thus to- 
ward transgressors. Declarations, 
therefore, by themselves would 
not show to holy beings what the 
divine feelings toward sin act- 
wally were. Instead then of dec- 
Jarations God might make use of 
treatment. Instead of saying any 
thing he might instantly begin 
to manifest his displeastire a- 
gainst sinners, and continue so to 
de without any cessation. This 
would afford full ¢onvictiot that 
he did hate sin exceedingly, But 
whether he hated it to sich a de- 
tree asto be disposéd to ¢ontin- 
ue these manifestations forever, 
would névér be certainly known, 
because the end of such a period 
would never arrive. It appears, 
therefore, that neither declara- 
tion nor treatment Would of them- 
selves afford to the minds of ho. 
ly beings so full a view of the-di- 
vine feelings as to have no doubt. 
lf however both were to be eni- 
ployéd, the end in view, it is con- 
ceived, might be‘ very perfectly 
answered. If God, as soon as 
sin made its appearance, had de- 
elared to creatures in what light he 
viewed it, and how he was dispo- 
sed to treat sinners foréver, and 
in every instance, in which it oc- 
curred, should proceed to treat 
them accordingly, and continue 
so to do, holy. beings would soon 
be so fully satisfied, as to have no 
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doubt respecting the divine chay- 
acter in this respect. 

When holy beings should thus 
have become satished what were 
the feelings of God toward sin- 
ners, another er.quiry of this kind 
would arise; re these feelings 
right ? Is it suitable and consist. 
ent with benevolence for God to 
feel thus and treat them thus for- 
éver ? The only way to solve this 
doubt would be, to adopt some 
method to impress on their minds 
a full and just view of the nature 
and tendency of sin as opposed 
to the holy government of God; 
and also, of the valuable ends to 
be answered by an everlasting 
display of divine displeasure 
against sinners, together with the 
evils which would result from 
such a display’s not being made. 
When this should be done, the 
divine feelings and conduct 
would appear t6 be perfectly 
tight, the divine clraracter would 
shine with unclouded resplend- 
ence, and all heaven would re- 
sound with songs of jOY, express- 
ive of the hign delight derived 
from such a display of the divine 
glory. And it is obviou's to re- 
mark, that in order to accom- 
plish the ultimate end which God 
hae in view, all that has been 
mentioned would be necessary on 
supposition, that po sinner wete 
to be forgiven. But, 

Supposing God were disposéd 
to forgive some sinners ard 
should actually proceed to 
forgive them two enquiries 
would immediately arise.  t. 
Does God feel toward sin as he 
has satd? 2. Is it consistent with 
a suitable regard to the good of the 
universe for sin tobe passed by in 
any case and not punished? These 
enquiries conduct us, I think, to 
the true reason why an .atones 

































1814. 


ment was necessary, and which 
appears to be this, to prevent 
any unjust views of the divine 
character or suspicions of the per- 
fection of his goodness, which 
might arise in holy minds in view 
of the forgiveness of sin. On 
seeing some transgressors pardon- 
ed and received into favour, holy 
beings would immediately ask, 
Does God feel toward sin as we 
have heretofore been told? Does 
he indeed hate it with a perfect 
hatred? And, has he that su- 
preme regard for the highest 
good of his kingdom, which we 
have believed him to have? ‘Io 
obviate these difficulties, some- 
thing must be done to answer the 
same purpose in displaying the 
divine character and thus promo- 
ting the general good, which 
would be answered by the pun- 
ishment of sinnefs themselves, be- 
fore sinners would be consistently 
pardoned. And this it may be 
concluded, is what the atonement 
was intended to effect. 

The above representation ac- 
eords, I think, perfectly with 
what we are taught in scripture : 
For we are explicitly told, that 
the end, which God had in view 
in providing an atonement was 
40 declare his righteousness, that he 
might be just and the justifier of him, 
which believeth i in Jesus. It was 
to declare the righteousness of 
God : that is to make it evident 
that he is a righteous being, who 
hates iniquity with a perfect ha- 
rred, notwithstanding his forgiv- 

ing such as believe on Jesus.— 
And this was done, in order that 
God might be just, that is might 
manifest a suitable regard to the 
interest of the great intelligent 
system. Onthe whole, it may 
be laid down, I think, that the 
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grand object which made an at- 
onement necessary, and which of 
cource is to be answered by the 
atonement, was this, to .set the 
righteous character of God in so 
clear and just a light, that tho’ 
he should pardon sinners, receive 
them into favor, and make them 
unspeakably happy; still no sus- 
picion would ever again arise in 
the mind of any holy being, ei- 
ther that God did not hate sin 
with a perfect hatred, or that he 
was in the least unmindful of the 
interest of the great system; And 
thus in the issue, that his holy 
kingdom should be as happy in 
contemplating the character of 
God manifested through a Re. 
deemer, as they could be in con- 
templating it through the merited 
sufferings of sinners themselves. 
These observations conduct us 


to another enquiry; and which 


is thie, How has the atonement affect- 
ed these purposes? In answer to 
this i it may be ohseryed, that as 
these purposes must have been 
effected by the sufferings of sin- 
ners, if no atonement had been 
provided, it is most natural to 
conclude, that they are to be ef- 
fected by the sufferings of the 
Redeemer in their stead. In con- 
firmation of this conjecture, it 
may be added, that we can hard- 
ly read the scriptures with a view 
to this subject, without being for. 
cibly struck with this idea, that 
the Redeemer actually did in 
some way not very clearly ex- 
plained, if explained at all, step 
into the place of sinners and suf- 
fer in their stead. As a speci- 
men of the expressions, which 
seem to have been designed to 
convey such an idea, I would se- 
lect the following; “ He was 
wounded for our transgressions, 
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he was bruised for our iniquities ; 
the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him and with his stripes 
we are healed."—** I'he Lord 
hath Jgid.en him the iniquity of 
usall.”* «Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, be- 
ing made acurse forus.” ‘For 
Christ hath also ance suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God.”— 
This idea however is more forci- 
bly impressed upon us in thoze 
places in which the Redeemer is 
represented as the Jamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” This representation 
carries our thoughts back to the 
Mosaic digpensation, under which 
Tambs were to be statedly offered 
as aSacrifice for sin. The inten- 
sion of those sacrifices, the apos- 
tle tells us was not to take away 
sin, which was what they could 
not do, but to prefigure him 
whote sacrifice would doit.” In 
those sacrifices, which were prop- 
erly called sin offerings, the offer- 
er was required to lay: his hand 
on the head of the beast, and con- 
fess. over it his sins; thé. beast 
was then slain, and burnt upon 
the altar as an atonement for the 
sins of that person, Though this 
transaction could not be intended 
to signify that,sin is transferable, 
because in the nature of things 
that is impossible to be done, still 
it must have signified as much as 
this, that an inocent person might 
in some way take the place of 
one that is guilty and. suffer and 
die in his stead, and thus the guil- 
ty be spared and restored to fa- 
vor. When, therefore, Christ 
is spoken of as a lamb sacrificed 
for Sia, it is equivolent to his be- 
ing represented as taking the 
place of sinners, bearing their 
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sins, and. suffering and dying in 
their stead. It appears then; ac- 
cording: to the scriptures, that 
our Savior by suffering and dy- 
ing is to be considered as havin 
answered in the view of holy be- 
ings the same purposes, which: 
must otherwite have been answer- 
ed by the endless sufferings of sin- 
ners themselves, and in this way 
has made an atonement for their 
sins. 

Supposing the foregoing rep- 
resentation to be correct and ¢crip- 
tural, it will be readily perceived, 
that an atonement was necestary, 
principally for the sake of holy 
beings: that is, in order that in 
their view the divine character 
might be set in so clear and just 
alight, that, should he afterwards 
forgive and receive into everlast- 
ing favor millions of the greatest 
of sinners, still no suspicion would 
ever again arise.in their minds in- 
jurious tothe glory of his charac- 
ter as a sin-hating God, Thisis 
perfectly agreeable to what Paul 
has told us, when, speaking of 
the work of man’s redemption he 
says; ‘* to the intent that now un- 
to principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known 
by the church the manifold wis- 
dom of God.” This, it is appre- 
hended, is 2 remark of considera- 
ble importance, and yet a remark 
which seems to have been gener- 
ally overlooked by writers on 
this subject. According to this 
view of the subject, it is natural 
to expect that the information 
contained in scripture respecting 
the. work of man’s redemption, 
will be found to be not very full ; 
because it is intended, not so much 
to display the divine character in 
the view of men on earth, as, in 
the view of holy beings in heav- 






































1814, Thoughts on 
en. Enough to lay a foundation 
for our faith,and show to whom 
it is, that we are indebted for our 
hopes of eternal felicity, might 
indeed be reasonably expected, 
but not enough to solve many 
difficulties or answer many en- 
quirtes which might be proposed. 
This, it is apprehended, is really 
the case. 

For the sake of illustrating 
this remark a few particulars, to 
which, it is thought, it will apply, 
will be mentioned. 

From various passages it is ev- 
ident, that the Redeemer must 
be considered as a complex char- 
acter, uniting in himself both the 
human and divine nature; but 
what was the nature of this un- 
ion, how it was effected, or to how 
great a degree of intimacy it ex- 
tended we are not told. It isnot 
improbable, however, that angel- 
ic beings, who, it is likely, have 
some way of discerning immate.- 
rial or spiritual substances, might 
tee this union from the first, 
might discern distinctly its nature 
and extent, and see how it prepar- 
ed him to besuch a savior, as he 
is represented in Scripture. Qur 
blessed Lord, in an address to his 
Father, speake of a glory, which 
he had with him before the world 
was; a. glory which seems to 
have been laid aside when he 
humbled himself and appeared 
in the “ form of aservant,’”’? and 
which was again resumed when 
he “ ascended up,” and was seat- 
ed on the * right hand of majesty 
on high,” byt what this glory 
wae, and how it was laid aside, 
and afterwards resumed, is utter- 

‘ly unknown to us. One may 
suppose, that his human soul was 
pre-existent, and, before his ap- 
pearance in the flesh, was ina 
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very glorious state in heaven ;—~ 
another, that at his tmcarnation 
his divine soul lost that immense 
quantity of knowledge, which it 
had previously acquired, and be- 
came asignorantas a little infant, 
but after all, these solutions are 
nothing more than mere conject- 
ure. Itis likely, however, that 
angelic beings know what is 
meant by thete representations 
and how they availed toward the 
redemption of sinners, as well as 
we can know what it is to put off 
a garment, and afterward put it 
on. Our Lord is said alsoto 
have borne the sins of mankind in 
his own body onthe tree; by 
which we are to understand, a$ 
we have already shown, that his 
sufferings, though perfectly inno- 
cent himself, were so endured in- 
stead of sinners, a3 to answer the 
Same purposes under the divine 
government, which would have 
been answered by the sufferings 
of sinners themselves. But what 
these purposes were we are not 
told; and when it is considered, 
that sin is not transferable, it is 
difficult for us to conceive how 
they could be thus answered.— 
Much it is true has been written 
on this subject,and much ingenu- 
ity displayed in attempting to il- 
lustrate it; but after all, it may 
be doubted, whether much light 
has been thrown upon it. It is 
probable, however, that it is all 
clear in the view of angels. There 
are many other particulars, con- 
cerning which, it is apprehended, 
that we have no very clear infor- 
mation, anc, for want of attend- 
ing to this circumstance, many 
writers have probably bewildered 
both themselves, and their read- 
ers, and pernups been led into 
very wild and unscrip.ural nq- 
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tions, by attempting explanations, 
for which no sufficient data have 
been afforded. By contenting 
ourselves with simply believing 
on the ground of divine testimo- 
ny leaving it for another state of 
existence to search into, explain 
and understand many points in 
this “ mystery of godliness,” we 
should probably be quite as wise, 
asif we were to take a different 
course. To an inquisitive mind, 
which wishes to account for every 
thing that comes under its ob- 
servation, this, itis true, may be 
humiliating, but it ought to be 
herrea that one great ob- 
ct of the gospel is to hymble. 

“If the foregoi ing thoughts are 
correct, it is clearly seen that fhe 
ator: Saya must have been made en- 
az: rely | 
the Savicr and net at all by his obedi- 
ence to the divine law. It was 
necegsary, it is true, that he 
should have been perfectly holy, 
because otherwise he must have 
su fered for his own sins, and this 
3s the only sense, in which, in re- 
lation to the atonement, perfect 
ig hteousness was necessary.—As 
‘he sentiment, however, that the 
atonement was made parily by 
obedience, is at this day some- 
vehat prevalent, it may be useful 
to examine the point very par 
ticularly and show, that such a 
beliet has no fowndation in the 
sacred scriptures. Jt must be ev. 
ident, L think, on a moment’s re. 
le: ction, that both sufferings and 
gyoedience cannot be necessary, 
because the divine law never de. 
manded both obedience and the 
iiiction of the penalty. If the 
subject, to whom the law was giy- 
ep, odcyed, nothmg more was Te- 

but on the a ound of 

: 


54 
1 
° ~ Te" ~~ 2, <> _> 7. 
anmeuatence 2 wo CATT: one ried 


ITO 8 
JIT 5 





Thoughts on the Atonement. 


by the sufferings and death of 
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life. If on the other hand he 
disobeyed, he must die. The 
language of the law was this, 
He that doeth these things shall 
live in them, but he an doeth 
them not shall die. It would 
not, therefore, be necessary for 
our substitute to obey and die 
hoth, becauze the law never de- 
manded both. As it appears, 
therefore, that our Savior did ac- 
tually suffer the curse of the law 
for sinners, it is equally evident 
that he did not obey it for them. 
Besides had obedience been neces- 
sary, it is difficult to conceive how 
an atonement could haye been 

made. The lew, which was bro- 
ken by man, was summarily 
comprised in this; * Thou shalt 
love the Lord with all thine 
heart, and thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” It cannot be supposed, 
therefore, that any obedience, ex- 
cept obedience to this law, could 
be of any benefit to the transgres- 
sor. If, then, our Redeemer had 
undertaken to make an atonement 
by obedience, it must have been 
necessary for him to have per- 
formed more obedience than was 
needful for his own justification : : 
For, if he had no more than 
was needful for himself, how 
could any merit of his be applied 
to others for their salvation ? Let 
it now be asked was it possible 
for him,to have more of this obe- 
dience than was needed for his 
own justification ? Could he love 
the Lord with more than ail his 
heart ?——Was jit allowable for 
him to love his neighbor with 
more than that proportionate af- 
fection which the law required ? 
I think uot. He could dono 
more than simply obey the law 
for himself. Al! the righteous- 
that he could have, must 
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have been needed for his own 
justification: for, if any part of 
it be taken away, he would inst- 
antly appear to be imperfect in a 
rforal view. How then, it may 
be asked, could he possibly atone 
for the sins of others by obedi- 
ence? His sufferings, however, 
cannot be considered in the same 
light. Having never transgress- 
ed himself, it was never demand- 
ed that he should suffer on his 
own account. Take away his 
sifferings entitely and he is still 
the same holy one of God, the 
same perfectly amiable and love- 
ly person. All the virtue, there- 
fore, or efficacy, which may be 
supposed to be in his sufferings, 
might, for aught that we can see, 
be applied to the benefit cf oth- 
ers. We may conclude, of 
course, that the atonement Strict- 
ly considered, wd3 made entitely 
by the sufferings of the Redeem- 
er. 

It ig said, howéver that there 
are many pdastages Of scripture, in 
which it is cleatly intimated, 
that it was, in part at least, by 
his obedience that atonement was 
mdde. Thete passages it is néces- 
sary to examine; for, after all, 
the scriptures must be our only 

uide. In oné place it is said of 
the Redéemet, “The Lord is 
well pleased for his righteousness 
sake, he will magnify the law and 
make it honorable.”—On this it 
may be remarked, that the proph- 
et is not inthis place speaking 
én the redemption of sinners, but 
simply contrasting the holy char- 
acter of the Redeemer, with the 
sinful character of the Jewish na- 
tion. The apostle, after decia- 
ting that such sacrifices, as men 
could offer, were of no avail as 
to taking away sin, represents the 
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Redeemer as saying; “Lo I 
come to do thy will, O my God,” 
in which, it is said, he expressly 
declares, that he would redeem 
sinners by obedience. On exam- 
ining this passage it is found that 
the apostle himself has explained 
what he meant by the will of 
God, which the Savior came to 
do. For, just before, he repre- 
sents him as saying; ‘* Sacrifice 
and offeting thou wouldst not, 
but a body hast thou prepared 
me; and he afterward gays, “ By 
the which will we are safctified 
through the offering of the body 
of Christ.”—It appears, there- 
fore, that the will of God here 
spoken of was this, that the Re- 
deemer should take into union 
with himself a human body, of 
human nature, and then offer it 
as a sacrifice to atone for sin.— 
This passage is an important pors 
tion of scripture, and may be 
considered as a key to all the pas- 
sages, in which obedience is spo- 
ken of as that, by which the ats 
onemént was made.—These re- 
marks will serve to explain anoth- 
er passage, where it is written, 
** As by the offence of one, judg- 
ment camé upon aif men to con- 
démnation even so by the right. 
eousness of one, the free gift came 
tfpen all men unto justification 
of life: for as by one man’s diso- 
bedience many were made sin 
nérs, so by the obédiente of one 
shall marty be made tighteous.’”’ 
In cheerfully offering up his body 
in compliance with his Father’s 
will, the Son has exhibited a stri- 
king instance, not only of filial 
obedience, but also of righteous- 
ness, or a supreme regard to the 
interest of the great intelligent 
system. 

A principal reason why, it has 
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been thought, that the atonement 
was made in part by the right- 
eousness of the Redeemer, is 
probably because he is called the 
** Lord our righteousness,” and 
is said to be “ made unto us right- 
eousness”” andso on. A little 
reflection, however, will convince 
any one, that nothing more ¢an 
be concluded from these expres- 
sions with certainty, than this, 
that he answers tous the same 
purposes that personal righteous- 
ness would have answered, had 
we never transcressed. But how 
he answers them, whether by suf- 
fering or obeying, these expres- 
sions do not inform us. Ga the 
whole, from a careful examina- 
tion of the scriptures, it is confi- 
dently believed, that the uniform 
representation there given 1s, that 
the atonement was made entirely 
by the sufferings and death of the 
Redeemer, and that his perfect 
obedience wa3 no otherwise ne- 
cessary, than, as without it, he 
would have needed to suffer for 
his own sins, and of course could 
make no atonement for the sins 
of others. 

2. Inreflecting on the view, 
which has been taken of this sub- 
ject, it is natura! to infer, that te 
atonement must have been made equal- 
ly for all mankind: For, agit 
consists essentially in removing 
the obstacles which lie in the way 
of sinners salvation, by answer- 
ing the end, which must other- 
wise have been answered in their 
punishment ; it is clear that these 
obstacles cannot be removed from 
before one without being equally 
removed from before all others 
Could we suppose, that the pun- 
ishment cf one sinrer would an- 
swer one end under the divine 
government, and the punishment 
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of another sinner answer another 
end, then it would be easy to con. 
ceive, that the Redeemer, by an- 
swering a part of these ends,might 
make atonement for a part of 
mankind only. But if this is not 
supposable, then itis clear, there 
can beno such thing as atoning 
for the sips of a part, without 
atoning for the sins of the whole. 
This representation accords with 
what is found in scripture. ‘ Be- 
hoid the lamb of God,” said John 
‘‘which taketh away the sin of 
the world.”” He is said to be the 
‘Savior of all men, pcan Ane of 
them that believe ;” to have giv 
en himeelf a ransom for all ;” 
and to have “ tasted death for 
every man.’ The apostle John 
speaking in the name of believers 
says, ** He is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, 
but alo for the sins of the who 
world.’ It is hardly possible to 
devise language, which would 
express in a plainer of more une- 
quivocal manner, this sentiment, 
that the atonement was made for 
all, than it is expressed in three 
quotations. It follows, of course, 
that there is no one of the human 
family, but that may consider his 
sins as having been borne by the 
Savior, in his own body on the 
tree, and no one but that may 
with propriety be called on to 
believe in him and be assured 
that, if he does believe, his sins 
shall all be forgiven. 

It may possibly be thought, 
that the mode of arguing here 
adopted to prove, that the atone- 
ment was made for all men, will 
equally prove, that it was made 
for all sinful beings ; for fallen 
angels as well as for fallen men. 
To obviate any difficulty, which 
may arise on this ground, it's 
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sufficient to observe that we do 
. hot know that this conclusion 
willfollow. Different ends, for 
ought we know, may be answer- 
ed by the punishment of fallen 
angels, from those which are an- 
swered by the punishment of fall- 
enmen. Angels are a different 
order of beings, they hold a diff- 
erent rank in creation, stand: in a 
different relation to their creator 
and to their fellow creatures, and 
of course their transgression may 
have a very different aspect on 
the great kingdom of Jehovah.— 
It is very probable, therefore, 
that what will atone for the sins 
of fallen men, will not atone for 
the sins of fallen angels. 

3. From the view which has 
been taken of this subject ‘we in- 
fer, that nothing certain can be con- 
cluded from the nature of the atone- 
ment respecting the extent of its ap- 
plication ; that is, whether all will 
be saved by itor not. It has 
often been thought, that if the at- 
onement has been made for all, 
it will follow as a necessary con- 
sequence that all must be saved. 
But can it be supposed, that God 
has revealed this subject so fully 
as to warrant such an inference? 
It appears from what has been 
said, that we do not know pre- 
cisely in what sense our Redeem- 
er bore our sins; nor in what 
sence or to what degree he * took 
away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self ;?? nor indeed do we know 
precisely, how he answered those 
purposes, which were necessary 
to be answered before sinners 
could consistently be forgiven.— 
We are not prepared, therefore, 
to say whether he atoned for sin 
in such a sense, that the salvation 
ot all for whom the atonement 
was made, murt follow as a neces- 
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Sary consequence. The only 
way to determine this point is to 
examine the scriptures, and see 
what God has taught us will be 
the final result of the work of re- 
demption. And as we find it 
there asserted, that some will * go 
away into everlasting punish- 
ment,’? we must of course cons 
clude, that the atonement has 
not heen so made as to secure the 
salvation of all, for whom it was 
made. 

4. From the nature ofthe a- 
tonement we infer,that the Redeem 
er must have been a divine person: 
For, in making the atonement it 
appears that his temporary suffer- 
ings were of sufficient efficacy to 
answer the same ends, that would 
have been answered by the end« 
less sufferings of, at least, a very 
great part of the human family ; 
but how this could have been, 
had he not beén truly divine or, 
as to our conception, infinite, we 
do not see. Snfferings are in 
their own nature an evil, and as 
such express the displeasure of 
that being, who inflicts them. 
It was on this principle undoubt- 
edly that the sufferings of the 
Redeemer became an atonement, 
because they served to show the 
holy displeasure of God against 
sin. As therefore the endless 
sufferings of creatures must be 
an infinite evil, and of course 
manifest infinite displeasure in 
God against sin, it follows that 
the temporary sufferings of the 
Savior in order to answer the 
eame end, must in some sense be 
infinite also. How this can be ia 
a finite being isnot seen. _ In or- 
der, however to illustrate this sub- 
ject more fully, it may be obser. 
ved, that sufferings are of two 
The 
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former comprises all kinds of bod- 
ily distress, the latter those only 
that are purely mental, such as 
fear, consciousness of guilt and 
the like. In the case of our 
Savior it may be doubted wheth- 
er it was possible for him to en- 
dure any sufferings excepting 
such as were of an animal nature. 
A perfectly holy being, as he was, 
could not have been tormented 
with consciousness of guilt, nor 
could one, who knew as fully as 
he did, that the Lord ever de- 
Jighted in him, would earry him 
safely through every trial, and 
at length receive him to everilast- 
ing glory and blessedness, be 
much distressed with fear, except 
through the medium of bodily 
sensations. So that it is probable 
that mere animal sufferings were 
all that could have been endured 
by the Savior, and by which the 
atonement must have been made. 
Now it is obvious to remark that 
the evil of animal sufferings is 
not‘estimated a2ccerding to what 
they are in themselves, but accor- 
ding to the greatne’s and excel 
lency of the mind with which 
they are connected. In dying, 
the sufferings of an insect, for 
ought that we know, may be as 
great as the sufferings of a man. 
And yet, if it were necessary, we 
should not hesitate to put ten 
thousand of them to death, to 
preserve the life of one man.— 
The principle, on which we 
should act in such a case; is this, 
the portion of intellect possessed 
by the man isso much greater 
than that possessed by insects, 
that sufferings in him are ten 
thousand times a greater evil, 
than the same sufferings in them. 
}f then we wish to increase the 
efficacy of animal sufferings, 
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when endured for the purpose of 
making an atonement, the way 
to do it must be by connecting: 
them with a more exalted mind- 
The more exalted the mind, the 
more efficacious will be the suf- 
ferings. On this principle unit- 
ing them with the divine mind 
must render them as efficacious 
as they possibly can be, or, as to 
our conceptions, must make them 
as an atonement strictly imfinite: 
While uniting them with any fi- 
nite or dependent mind, be it ev- 
er so exalted, must sink them in- 
calculably lower. Supposing, 
therefore, that the Redeemer was 
truly in part a divine person fully 
equal to the Father himself, we 
caneasily s@e that the sacrifice, 
which he has offered as an atone- 
ment for sin, must be fully ade- 
quate to the endin view. At 
the same time we can see also, 
how God has magnified his love 
toward our sinfal race in provi- 
ding fer us as great a sacrifice as 
the universe could afford; and, 
what solid ground of confidence 
every believer has, who has trust- 
ed m such a Savior. 
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Therefore, being justified by faith, we 
have peace wih God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 


In’ the third chapter of this 
epistie, the apostle brings into 
view the doctrine of total mora! 
depravity. He infers,’*that, by 
the deeds of the law, there shall 
no flesh living be justified in the 
sight of God. He teaches, that 


justification is by faith alone. ‘Fo 
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exemplify the faith af which he 
speaks, in the fourth chapter he: 
adduces the instances of Abra- 
ham and David. . As a deduc- 
tion, he says, “ Therefore, being 
justified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.’’ | 

To ascertain the import of this 
deduction, it will be proper to 
enquire, in the first place, what 
is to be understood by justifica- 
tion : secondly, what is meant by 
the faith here mentioned ; thirdly, 
why it is necessary, that justifica- 
tion should be by fath; and 
fourthly, what is to be understoed 
by the peace with God, which 
they have, who arg justified by 
faith. 

1. What is to be understood 
by justification ? 

According to the apostle’s re- 
marks, in the fourth chapter, to 
jusitify the ungodly isthe same 
as to pardon or forgive. He is 
speakirg of the manner in which 
Akraham was justified. To 
prove, that justification consists 
of forgiveness, he quotes a_ pas- 
sage from David, in the xxxii. Ps. 
saying, ** Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the 
man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin.” 

Having ascertained, that justi- 
fieation is the same as pardon or 
forgivene's, the way is prepared, 

2. ‘To inquire what is meant 
by the faith here mentioned. 

It is a justifying faith ; but what 
is meant by a justifying faith ? 

It is notthe faith of miracles. 
Men are not justified by the faith 
of miracles. The faithful, in the 
present day, are not workers of 
miracles. or certain purposes, 
Judas Iscariot was endued with 
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this faith. With the rest of the 
apostles, he wrought miracles.— 
But he was never justified, in the 
sense of the passage under consid- 
eration. “ Though Ihave all 
faith, so that I could remove 
mountairs, and have not charity, 
I am nothing”—I am still devoid 
of a justifying faith. 

It 1s not a Speculative or histor- 
ical faith. In this sense, ‘the 
devils believe and tremble.”— 
Still they are devils. 

Tt is not a belief, that Christ 
died for mein particular. Many, 
it is to be feared, have imbibed 
this dangerous delusion, who.nev- 
er exhibited the least evidence of 
their forgiveness; but * died 
without mercy.” 

It is not even “the faith’ for 
which Jude exhorts us * earneste 
ly to contend, which was once de- 
livered to the saints.”” This con- 
sists only of the articles of chris- 
tian doctrine. Thus, “holding 
faith, and a good conscience,” 
was required of ‘Timothy, 
“which some having put’ away, 
concerning faith made ship- 
wreck; of whom was Hymeneus 
and Alexander.’’? They had been 
the advocates of sound doctrine. 
But from ‘the faith or true doc- 
trine of Christ, they had apostati- 
zed, and become _ hereticks.— 
Hence, the apostle, by excommu- 
nication, ‘delivered them unto 
Satan, that they might learn not 
to blaspheme.’? Like these two 
apostates,; who had been ortho- 
dox, persons may, in speculation, 
hold the faith, or advocate an 
excellent creed, and yet be total- 
ly devoid of the fat! A, which 1s in- 
dispensable to justification. 

The question returns, What is 
meant by a justifying faith? It 
is a cordial affection to the true 
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character of the’ Lord Jesus 
Christ. It isa faith of the heart, 
connected with that of the head, 
It “worketh by love.” It is anex- 
perimental anticipation of divine 
and eternal realities. Hence, the 
apostle says, It ‘is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.”? The scrip- 
tures teach, that it consists of con. 
fidence in God. Thus, for in- 
Stance, of Abraham it is said, 
that ‘against. hope he believed 
in hope: And, being not weak 
in faith—he staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbe- 
lief; but was strong in faith, giv. 
ing glory to God: And being 
fully persuaded, that what he 
had promised, he was able also to 
perform.” Showing, that faith 
consists of confidence in God, it 
is said of Sarah also, that she 
‘judged him faithful who had 
promised ;”” and of believers af- 
terwards, that, “not haviag re- 
ceived the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, they were per- 
suaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth.”? ‘That this 18 a jus- 
tifying faith is evident from 
what the apostle sa}s of it in 
the following application to faith- 
ful Abraham, and to us also who 
believe. ‘And therefore it was 
imputed to him for righteous- 
nets ;”? that is, for justification. 
«Now it. was not written for 
his sake alone, that it was im- 
puted to him; but for ws also, 
to whom it shall be imputed, 7 
qe belicve on him that’ raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead ; 
who was delivered for our offen- 
ces, and was raised again for our 
justification. Therefore, being 
-astified by faith, we have peace 
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with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”” The way is pre- 
pared, 

3. To inquire, why it is ne- 
cessary, that justification should 
be by faith, 

It is not necessary, that, by 
our confidence in God, we may 
merit the remission of our sins; 
or, which is the same, our justi- 
fication. This would subvert 
the distinction between faith and 
works. It would make forgive. 
ness to be by the deeds of the 
law. Andthis would be direct- 
ly repugnant, not only to apos- 
tolic assertion, but to the ver 
testimony of faith, which is, that 
the meritorigus ground of justi- 
fication lies Wholly in Christ. 

Nor is it necessary, that justi- 
fication should be by faith, that 
we may. be exempted from our 
obligations to maintain good 
works. . **Show me thy faith 
without thy works,” says the 
apostle James, ‘‘ and I will show 
thee my faith by my works.” 
Good works are indispensably 
requisite as the fruit of faith, 
and as the evidence of justifica- 
tion. It.is in this sense, that 
we are to understand the follow: 
ing passage, viz. ‘Was not 
Abraham our father justified by 
works, when he had offered I- 
saac his son upon the altar? 
Seest thou how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect ?”’ In this 
view, what Paul says is very 
pertinent and striking. Do we 
then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we es- 
tablish the law.” As * faith 


worketh by love,’? and as love 
inevitably leads to goods works, 
so it is “the fulfilling’ of both 
the internal and external pre- 
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cepts of the moral law. It al- 
so fulfils the penal part of the 
Jaw by receiving the atonement 
of Christ, which was made for 
the vindication of justice. Faith 
receives mercy with an appro- 
bation of justice, on the ground 
of the ceath of the Lord Jesus. 

It is necessary, therefore, that 
justification thould be by faith, 
that it may be:by grace. As 
we are by nature totally sinful 
and guilty, it is. with the great- 
est propriety, that this reason is 
urged by the apostle, in the 
context. “Now to him that 
worketh is the reward, not reck. 
oned of grace, but of debt.— 
But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness ;” that 
is, for justification. ‘ Even as 
David also describeth the bless- 
edness of the man unto whom 
God imputeth righteousness 
without works, saying, Biessed 
are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven and whose sins are cov- 
ered—Therefore it is of faith, 
that it might be by grace.” 

It is neces‘ery that justifica- 
tion should be by faith, that 
the inheritance may be by prom- 


ise. For,” says the apostle, 
‘if the inheritance be of the 


law, it is no more of premise ; 
but God gave it to Abraham 
by promise.”” Now, ‘ the prom- 
ise, that he should be the heir 
of the world, was not to Abra- 
ham, or to his seed through the 
law, but through the righteous- 
ness of faith. .For if they who 
are of the law be heirs, faith is 
made void, and the promise is 
of none effect.” 

Tt is necessary, that justifica- 


tion should be by faith, that the 


An Exposition of Rowans v. 1. 


109 


promise may not be attended 
with any degree of uncertainty as to 
its fulfilment ;—‘*to the end the 
promis e,’ in other words, 
“might be sure to all the seed, 
not <0 that only which is of the 
law, but’ to that also which is 
of the faith of Abraham, who 
is the father cf us all.’ With 
this surety, the promise does not 
rest on the precarious tenure of 
man’s imbecility, buton the im- 
mutability of God’s counsel, con- 
firmed by an oath, that by two 
immutable things, ia which it 
is impossible for God to lie, 
we might have strong consola- 
tion, “who have fled for refuge 
to lay h old on the hope set bes 
fore us” in the: gospel. As 
‘justification is an act of God’s 
free grace,” and as he is not on- 
ly “the Autuor,’”’ but also 
“the Finisuer of our faith,’’ 
so there is no degree of uncer- 
tainty remains as to the consum- 
mation ‘of | our ‘redemption, 
whenever “he has begun this 
good work. »* Therefore we 
read, that ‘* whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.” And 
“who shali lay any thing to the 
charge of God’s elect ? It is God 
that jastifieth ; who is he that 
condemneth ” 

It is a still more important 
reason why justification should 
be by faith, that the character 
and the propitiation of Christ 
may be duly acknowledged by 
the heirs of salvation. Were jus- 
tification to be by the deeds of 
the law, Christ would be dead in 
vain: Faith itself would become 
void; The gospel would be 
without foundation: The whole 
plan of redemption — be a 
mere edifice onthe sand: The 
‘ery name of Chritt sould ** bee 
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come as Sounding brass, or a tink- 
Jing symbal.” * Whom God 
hath set forth tobe a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood.” 
Faith embraces him in his true 
character as ine atoning Savior ; 
anproves of him in all his offices; 
and accepts the sum of all bene- 
fits, which are offered through 
him, “even the forgiveness of 
sins.” As heisthe only proper 
ground of justification, * with- 
out the shedding of whose blood 
there could be no remission,” so 
faith, in order to our forgiveness, 
is absolutely indis ‘pensable. 

Finally, faith in the bload of 
Christ is requisite in our justifi- 
cation, that God may be glorified, 
and all boasting be forever ex- 
cluded. ‘Thus argues the apos- 
tle concerning those who are 
justified: ¢ For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of 
God; being justified freely by 
his grace, through the’ redemp. 
tion that is in Jesus Christ: whom 
God hath set forth to be a propt- 
tiatior, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of 
God ; to declare, I say, at this time 
bis righteousness: that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus, Where 
is boa:ting then? It is exciv- 
ded. By whatlaw? Of works? 
Nay: but by the law of faith.” 
Such are the apostolic reasons for 
the exercise of faith, in order to 
the existence of justification. 

4. What is to be understood 
by the peace with God, which 
they have, who are justified by 
faith ¢ 

It is not a peace with which 
the world have any degree of 
experimental acquaintance. It 


ig a peace, which the world 
knoweth not of ; which the world 
cannot give, nor take away. 

there is, between the believ- 
er and his God, a cessation of 
hostilities. The unhappy con. 
troversy, so causeless, and so 
offensive, on the part of the 
sinner, 1s brought to an amica- 
ble termination. The penitent 
believer has laid aside the arms 
of his rebellion. 

Hence, when justification 
takes piace, there is the peace 
of reconciliation; the peace of 
submission to the divine will; 
the peace of christian content- 
ment; and of a spiritual inter- 
coum with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: There is 
peace of conscience, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost: There is a 
coyenant of peace: The Prince 
of peace takes his throne in 
the heart; The peace, which 
Christ gives, fills the soul with 
sweetness and comfort, pass- 

all understanding, and joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. 
‘‘Great peace have they that 
love thy law, and nothing shall 
offend them.” In this state of 
christian felicity, those, who are 
justified, are ‘as the light of 
the morning, when the cun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; 
as the tender grass springing out 
of the earth by clear shining after 
rain.’ 

REFLECTIONS, 

1, We may ‘ee, in the view of 
this subject, the danger of trust- 
ing in what the world terms mo- 
rality. On that ground, there 
can be no justification, and no 
peace with God. Unbelievers 
may glory in their morality, 
when they have none; they may 
substitute it for the obedience of 
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faith; they are welcome to all 
they can obtain by it; itis but 
‘‘the mere ‘skin of a sacrifice ;” 
they are devoid of justification ; 
their course is dark, and slippe- 
ry, and miserable ; it “* may seem 
tight to them; but the end 
thereof are the ways of death.” 

2. Those, who wish for the 
preaching, merely, of what they 
term me@rality, desire not the 
preaching of the gospel. It 
would be nothing strange or un- 
nsal, should they show them- 
selves to be the virulent opposers 
of all evangelical instruction.— 
They, not unfrequently, ima- 
gine, that the preaching of mere 
external morality, will answer all 
necessary purposes, in matters of 
religion, both for this life, and 
that which is to come. They 
seem not to entertain a doubt as 
to their title to eternal life, :pro- 
vided they perfotm, as they sup- 
pose, more good deeds than bad 
one3, and are tolerably decent in 
their deportment among men. 
f they can find a preacher, who 
dwells wholly on moral topics, 
they are well satisfied. He is, 
in their estimation, a wonderful 
preacher. Quotations, made by 
such pulpit orators, from the Ro- 
man and Grecian philosophers, 
mere pagans, suit them unspeak- 
ably better than the most sclemn 
and evangelical passages, unper- 
verted from the prophets and 
apostles. To discomrses on justi- 
fication by faith only, and on sal- 
vation by free and severeign 
grace, thev entertain a cordial 
antipathy. They strenuously ob- 
ject to them, with the pretext ot 
their being immoral in their ten- 
dency, and with the pretence of 
their containing theological ped- 
antry, and metephysical subtilty, 
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unentertaining and digusting as 
unprofitable to the hearers.— 
They desire not to hear, and are 
frequently determined, that they 
will not regard, such preaching, 
which they can thus stigmatize, 
and let pass like the stagnant 
vapor or the idle wind. As it 
was to the Jews, and to the 
Greeks, such preaching i3 to 
them, ‘*a stumbling block and 
foolishness.”” But to such as be- 
lieve, it is * Christ crucified,” 
“the power of God, and the wis- 
dom of God.” Seel Cor. ii. 
21—31. 

3. Ministers, who preach mere 
external morality, are preaching 
their people down to destruction. 
They are deceiving them with 
false hopes of justification. They 
are raising for them, to the ce- 
lestial paradise, a ladder of sand. 
Refusing to administer the rem- 
edy, without which the diseases 
of their souls cannot be healed, 
the consequence will be, unless 
prevented by sovereign grace, 
that they must “die in their 
sins ;”? and, when dead, they 
must ‘fbe damned.” Such min- 
isters, in the hast great day, must 
be responsible for the blood of 
souls ! 

4. Itis an estential object of 
gospel preaching, to draw men 
off irom legal, uponevangelical, 
ground, tor justification. They 
are by nature under the law, and 
not under grace. If, therefore, 
at any time, they are alarmed 
with aview of their danger as 
sinners under the curse, they im- 
mediately resort to the deeds cf 
the Jaw for justification, They 
depend on the task of their extet- 
nal duties, to commend them to 
God. Both in heart, and in 
practice, they deny the doctrine 
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of justification by faith dlone.— ’ 


Instead of building the beautiful 
superstructure of good works on 
evangelical, they a.tempt to erect 
an ill-shapen castle on legal, 
ground. ‘lell them there is noth- 
ing they can do with their legal 
and scelf-justifying spirit, which 
will be of the least avail toward 
their justification in the sight of 
God, and it seems so unreasond- 
ble and discouraging to them, 
that they are ready to say, They 
might as well be directed to do 
nothing. Some are so preverse 
as evento affirm, that they are 
in fact forbicden to do any. 
thing. Entirely perverting their 
instruction, they make no ac. 
count of the solemn call, which 
is given them of God, and of 
their evangelical instructors, to 
‘* repent, and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and to ‘bring 
forth fruits,” in their external con. 
duct, ‘* mect for repeniance.”? Bit 
saising ‘ a slanderous report,” 
respecting the doctrine of for- 
giveness, and the duties, which 
are connected with it, they 
will have it, that they must 
work for life, or they ure 
told to do nothing. Even if 
they are rationally convinced of 
the truth, so long as they have 
hot experienced the saving grace 
of God, they will cling in heart 
to the shattered wreck of their 
own legal vessel. How essential 
then is the object of gospel in- 
struction, to bring them off from 
this dangerous and fatal confi. 
dence! 

5. This subject teaches us the 
importance of calling en men, 
with emphesis, to beheve on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is with 
them acase of hfe and death.— 
"Those who refuse, ean have no 
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remission of their sins; but they 
must miserably perish. ‘ He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that be. 
lieveth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abi- 
deth on him.” ‘* For if you be- 
lieve not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins.” ‘He that 
believeth not shall be damned.” 
Oh! how dreadfui is eternal 
damnation! The salvation of the 
precious and immortal soul, how 
inconceivably important! Suc- 
cess to the great work of redemp- 
tion—prosperity to the Redeem. 


er’s kingdom—the glory of 
God’s grace as well as justice, 
of what incalculable moment! 


TKese are stupendous objects to 
be answered by the believer’s 
faith. By these weighty, these 
awful, these affecting considera- 
tions, men should be loudly call. 
ed-upon to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

6. ‘This subject teaches us the 
amazing criminality as well as 
the shocking tendency of unbe- 
lief. It is infinitely criminal in 
its nature, and fatal in its tenden- 
cy, because it rejects the propitia- 
tion of Christ; because it sets at 
nought the remission of sins; 
and de:pises the infinite mercy ot 
God, which is tendered to a fali- 
en world at the marvellous ex- 
pence of the Redeemer’s blood.— 
‘Lo those who persist in their as- 
tonishing unbelief, ‘‘there  re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for 
sins.”? No other sacritice can ev- 
er be found to redeem their souls. 
But there must remain for such 
wretches of iniquity, “a certain 
fearful looking forof judgment, 
and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries.” 

Let every one see to it then, 













1814. 


that he does not exercise “ an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from 
the living God.” Let all take 
heed, and receive warning. For 
‘“ he that despised Moses law, 
died without mercy, under two 
or three witnesses : of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 


shall he be thought worthy, who 
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hath troden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the 


blood of the covenant wherewith 


he [the Son of God] was sancti-« 
fied, an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite unto the Spirit of 
Grace ?”? 


PRAECORDITERe 


a Ses es 


Miscellany. 


DN THE INEFFICACY OF ADVICE 
AND REPROOF. 


Tere are few things, which 
would be attended with a happi- 
er influence on society, thana 
general reverence, on the part of 
the young, for the advice of wise 
and experienced men. Swucha 
disposition would remedy, to a 
great extent, the want of experi- 
ence; and would give the young 
when they most need it, a por- 
tion of that wisdom, which is sel- 
dom acquired, till those follies 
have been committed the bad ef- 
fects of which it is impossible to 
prevent. Ina retrospect of past 
life, many dangerous situations 
are discovered,—-many wrong 
courses are perceived, which are 
wholly invisible to those who be- 
hold life in prospect only. Would 
the inexperienced suffer them. 
selves to be guided by the coun- 
sel of those. who know the difh- 
culties, and the temptations with 
which this world is crowded, how 
many alluring avenues to pain, 
to mortification, and disgrace, 
might they shun! How many 
abortive schemes for their ad- 


P 


vancement in worldly prosperit} 
might they avoid! How many 
vicious propensities might be nip- 
ped in the bud, which are now 
too often cherished till they be- 
come ungovernable! Were we 
indeed, to form to ourselves a 
picture of happy society, it would 
be that which is governed not by 
physical force, but by moral sua 
sion: that in which the vicious 
are not terrified into obedience by 
the rigor of the laws, but won 
over to virtue by the influence of 
the judicious and experienced 
part of the community. But 
this is a state of things, which 
can be contemplated only in im- 
apination. Advice and reproof, 
although they have been bestowed 
with a liberal hand, have been 
squandered without producing, to 
any considerable extent, their 
proper effects. Seldom are the 
aifectionate warnings, reproofs, 
and intreaties, even of parents 
and ministers, attended with that 
permanent success which is de- 
sired But if precepts, sanction- 
ed by the most venerable and en- 
dearing of all relations, so fres 
quenily prove abortive, it is nb 
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wonder that advice given by per- 


sons in a less favorable situation, 


seldom effectua!: that it 1s 
rarely listened to with patience, 
ancstill more rarely remembered 
ct oder ed. 

By some, the inefficacy of ad- 
vice and reproof 13 attributed 
principally to the fault of the 
ced and reproved ; 
by others, to that of the counsel- 
lor himself. It wiil be the object 
of the ensuing remarks to inqure 
how far each of these opposite 
opinions may be correct; and 
to ascertain, if possible, fo wha 
tthe evil itelf admits of a 
remedy. 

It muct be acknowledged, that 
all, whose province it 3 to regu- 
Jace the conduct of ethers, have 
to strugg Rf with many in nportant 
difficulties. As far as advice is 
¢f£ a moral or religious nature, 

Opposition to it ts to be expected, 
in consequence of that hostility 
to moral truth, which is charac. 
teristic of the humanhearty Bu 
to be made the object of advice, 

r kind, 18 in itself disa- 

contains an indi- 
charge of ignorance ard lia- 
brity to error. However aware 
person may be of his own igno- 
scé and inexperience, he always 
wishes to maintain the contrary 
iaracier among his fellow men. 
ly painful to find, 
hat the deficiencies, which we 
jad pag hop2d to conceal, 
have not escaped the notice of 
others. OC f a!l deficiencies, how- 
ever, (uniess it be that of coward. 
ice,) perhaps there is no one, the 
charge cr intimation of which is 
sO _ dB and humiliating to 
most men. as that of ignorance of 
one’s se:f and the worid ; yet this 
is generally implied, in regard 
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to any oneto whom advice is 
addre:sed. 

But if we are mortified, by 
finding that we have been una- 
ble to conceal cur own deficien- 
cies, we are no less aptto be dis- 
gusted, by that cuperiority, which 
Is virtually assumed by the coun- 
seiior. The superiority of oth- 
ers, especially if (heir ages and 
stations in life differ not material. 
ly trom our own, is always pain- 
ful, however suggested; but 
when suggested by the subject of 
this superiority himself, even 
with the best intentions, it can 
scarcely fail to be repulsive and 
dicusting. For these reasons, 
advice is so far from being re- 
ceived with gratitude, that it is 
very often considered by him to 
whom it is given, as a species of 
attack upon his character which 
he is bound, at all events, to re- 
pel ; and usually leads to a scru- 
tiny into the character of the ad- 
visér himself. in these circum. 
stances, vanity and self-esteem 
will generally be sharp sighted 
enough eto discover such defects 
in the character of the adviser, as 
that his advice may be trium- 
puantly returned upon himself. 

If all attempts of this kind 
prove unsuccessful, advice may 
be repelled by ascribing it to 
mercenary or sinister motives. — 
Many who cannot overcome, by 
argument, the force of precepts 
delivered from the pulpit, or 
question the superiority of the 
preacher’s character, will excuse 
their neglect, and quiet their con- 
sciences, by alleging that this is 
the preacher’s business, the trade 
by which he gains his subsistence 
Not unfrequently, those who at- 
tempt to offer friendly advice ate 
charged with intermeddling i2 
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1814. On the Ineficacy of 
that, with which they have no 
concern; and are desired, for the 
future, to keep their’ advice to 
themselves, till it is asked for. 

I have hitherto zone on the 
suppocition, that the person to 
whom advice ts addressed is ful- 
ly senstble of his need of guid- 
ance, and of thé competency of 
his superiors in age and experi- 
ence, to direct him. But even 
thiz, perhaps cannot de said of 
most persons; and, least of all, 
conmerning tho:e who stand the 
most in need of advice; I mean 
that class of young persons who 
are just entering on the stage of 
action. There are few individu- 
als of this class, who do not prove 
by their conduct, that they feel 
better qualified to direct them- 
selves, than their parents are to 
dizect them. The language of 
Dr. Young on this subject is not 
more forcible, than it is just, and 
agreeable to daily observation. 





—“ When young indeed, 

In fuil content we sometimes nobiy 
resi, 

Unanxious for ourselves and on’y wish, 

As duteous sons, our fathers were 

more wise. 

At thirty, mar suspects himself a fool; 

Knows it at dor ivy ahd referins his 
pian. 


The reason is obvious. It is 
natural for every one to raise his 
estimate of his own character as 
“ich, as his opportunities of bring- 
ing his know'edge and talents in- 
to a competition with thoce of 

others, wili allow him. On this 
account, itis often remarked con- 
cerning those of every age, whose 
talents have seldom been forced 
into a compariton with those of 
others, tbat vanity is their pre- 
vailing characteristic. If this 
remark is correct, it is rot to be 


Ldaice and Re prey, 1i$ 
wondered at, that those who have 
never had years or ‘experience 
enouch to convinee them ‘of their 
ignorance, should think them- 
eves ‘Knowing; or that they, 
who think themsé!ves better fitted 
to give than to receive counsel, 
chould neglect i it when offered by 
oth: ere. 

"The preceding ob‘ervation 
are applicable, with addi: onal 
force, to reprocof. Advice sup- 
poses only peenliar Habili ty to er- 


ror: reproof supposes actual 
criminality. Ifit is mortitying 


to fiad that © our defects have not 
escaped the notice of others, 
much mere so must it be to Gis- 
ecver that we have pot succeeded 
in concealing our fauits. Besides 
those, whore moral character is 
actually etained, must be expect- 
ed to possess less sensibility to 
moral obligation, more atiach- 
ment to vice, and les respect, of 
course, for the precepts of the 
wise and virtuous. than thoze who 
are not necessarily in fault, but 
merely in peculiar danger of be- 
coming so. 

But whilst those, who assume 
the province of guiding the con- 
duct of others, justly comp uin 
of the opposition which they e. 
perience trom vanity, self-suih- 
ciency, and moral depravation, 1¢ 
becomes them to reflect, whether 
their want cf success is net 
chergeable, in some measure, ic 
their own misconduct. Let tneia 
candidly of themselves, 
whether their advice and wicu 
example are not often ai variance? 
Whether they do NOt sormetinies 
feel elated by their superiority 
over those wiom they uncertake 
to counsel; and tecl 
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er they do not often obtrude their 
advice, at seasons in which they 
mu:t know that it will be of no 
service? Whether they are al. 

ways sufficiently careful of the 
reputation, or of the feelings of 
those whom they advise? Final- 

ly, whether they are sufficiently 
careful to have it appear, that 
their conduct is dictated by dis- 
interested motives? Unless they 
can Satisfy themselves, that they 
are faulty ia none of these respects 
they cannot ascribe their failure 
of success wholly to the pride, 
obstinacy, and self-sufficiency 
with which they have to contend. 

To point out, with any consid: 
erable precision, the manner and 
degree in-which an evil, so im- 
portant and justly lamented as 
the usual inefficacy of salutary 
advice, admits of aremedy, would 
were I competent to the task, lead 
me heyond the reasenable limits 
of asingleessay. It may be re- 
marked, . however, in general, 
that as far a: the evil depends on 
those, who are the objects of ad- 
vice, it is susceptible of no direct 
remedy. But as far as the fault 
is chargeabie to the councellor 
himself, there is some ground +o 
hope that it may be removed ;— 
for the presumption is, that they 
who are qualified to guide others, 
will themselves be guided by rea- 
son, from whatever source it may 
come. 

If those, who undertake ta give 
counsel to other;, are faulty in 
the performance of this duty, 
they have no reason to expect the 
least success. ‘The denunciations 
of Scripture against the blind 
leaders of the blind, are as appli. 
cable to those who make them- 
selves blind guides, by giving ad- 
vice in an improper manner, or 
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from improper motives, as to 
those who fail through ignorance, 
If, on the other hand, they faith- 
fully perform their duty, they 
have much encouragement both 
from experience and the divine 
promises, to believe that their 
exertions will be crowned in a 
ood degree with success, 

It will become them, there- 
fore, if they intend that their pre- 
cepts shall have the least weight, 
to be peculiarly careful not to 
contradict their precepts by their 
conduct. How can a man ex- 
pect that motives should have 
any more influence on others 
than they have on himself ; or 
how can he be believed to be seri- 
ous in urging that upon others ta 
which he has no regard, in regu- 
lating his own conduct ? So tar 
from producing its intended ef- 
fect, advice, offered by such a 
person, will be retorted upon 
himself ; and indeed will be pos- 
itively detrimental, by lessening 
the influence of those, whote pre- 
cepts and example agree. Where, 
as in the present instance, there is 
a propensity to depreciate the 
merits of a particular class of per- 
sons, what is in reality the fault 
of afew willbe charged to the 

whole, Again, the comnsellor 
should carefully avoid, on the.one 
hand, assuming any undue supe- 
riority over those whom he un- 
dertakes to direct, and, on the 
other, divesting himself of author- 
ity to such a degree as to render 
his precepts contemptible. To 
preserve this medium will be one 
of his most difficult tasks. Many 
of those, whose busiuess it is to 
guide the conduct of others, in- 
sensibly acquire an authoritative 
and dictatorial mode of deliver- 


ing their precepts. This habit 13 
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atal to success; for nothing is 
so repulsive; nothing so soon 
rovokes opposition, Thecoun- 
sellor should endeavor, as far as 
possible, to disguise a remedy so 
unpalatable ; to administer it 
indirectly ; ; and at those seasons 
in which his own experience will 
teach him that the mind is best 
fitted to receive it. He will, also, 
if the person of whom he has the 
guidance, be young and inexpe- 
perienced, make his instructions 
as particular as possible ; he will 
derive thera from passing events; 
and will avoid general and ab- 

stract precepts, which neither 
strike the young mind with force, 
nor are capable of being applied 
by it to particular circumstances 
of life. He should be careful 
to convince those, wom he ad- 
vises, that their benefit is his ul- 
timate object ; and that his es. 

teem for them will be confirmed 
by obedience, but forfeited by 
neglect of his instructions. He 
shonld be no less careful to avoid 
giving advice, and especially re. 
proof, to any individual, in the 
presence of others, whose esteem 
the person concerned is anxious 
to retain. He who reproves in 
public, unless compelled by ne- 
cessity, acts the part of an in- 
former ; and wil! be so far from 
making a useful example of the 
person reproved, (which appears 
to be the only object of reproot 
given in this manner, ) that he 
willinflame the hatred -and op 
Position of all present; for no 
one can know how soon his own 
character will be attacked in the 
Same manner. In fine, the man 
who would hope for suceess in 
the arduous work of guiding the 
conduct of his fellow | men, eit 
€xercise diccretion, not only with 


regard to the nature, the time, 
and the mode, of delivering ad- 
vice, but with regard to the per- 
sons themselves, to.whom itis 
addressed. Some are too hope- 
lessly abandoned to warrant the 
least expectation, that advice will 
be successful in reclaiming them; 
orto render it preper that any 
ong should expose himself to de- 
rision by attempting it. The 
precept of Solomon, Re- 
prove not a scorner lest he hate thee, 
was doubtless intended for char- 
acters of this deScription ;_ pers 
sons who have lost all sense of 
shame, who have become callous 
to the digtates of reason and 
conscience, and over whom mor- 
al suasion has lost its influence. 
Such characters, however, before 
they are resigg.d to the more 
powerful arm.ot public justice, 
ought to be reminded of the crit- 
ical and awfui situation to which 
they have reduced them‘elves.—- 
He that being often reproved, hard- 
eneth his neck, shall be suddenly ds 
siroyed, and that wiibout remedy. 
Pan. 


ON KEEPING SATURDAY EVENING 


AS A PART OF HOLY TIME. 


Our venerable ancestors trang. 
mitted tous, in their rich legacy 
of habits and institution, the 
strict conscientious observance of 

Saturday eveaing. Whether this 
period is more properly consider- 
ed asa part of holy time, than 
Sabbath evening, I shail not in- 
quire. Every <erious man will 
admit, that the one or the other 
ought, as a part of the Sabbath, 
to be consecrated to the service 
of God. Every such man, like- 


me ater EOE ornmedbi 






































Px hans = - 








































Fe AFT SPELT MGT 


PO arse eer BO Raa 
re” - 


1415 On Saturday Evening. APRIL, 


wise, will abserve with alarm the 
general disregard, if not with 
self-reproach his individual neg- 
lect, of this solemn season. Let 
us look, for the proof of this dis- 
regard, into our families and our 
hearts. The business of the week 
is urged with redoubled vigor, as 
the shades of Saturday evening 
begin to fall, How rarely do 
any Of us find every secular em- 
ployment ended on that day, with 
the setting sun. ‘The farmer, the 
mechanic, the merchant, the mis- 
tress of a family, has still to fin- 
ish some arrangements, which 
encroach on the time of their ma- 
ker. When the business of the 
day is at length brought to a 
zloee, instead’ of that elevated 
devotion, with which we should 
ever approach our glorious Crea- 
zor, Redeemer,“&nd Sanctifier, 
how often do we present before 
him the unworthy offering of a 
wearied, distracted attention, cold 
and languid affection, the lifeless 
service of a heart still clinging 
to the world. 

Many, who are generally con. 
scientious, are apt, I fear, to 


consider Saturday evening as an 


introduction to the Sabbath, rath- 
er than as a part of it. They are 
willing to withdraw themselves 
graduaily from worldly thoughts 
and employments. Lest the 
transition should be too abrupt, 
they take for their evening read- 
ing some sober history, perhaps 
Miss. Adams’s History of the 
Jews; or the Miscellany, Reviews, 
or Pjteraty and Philosophical 
Inte!ligence of the Chri-tian Ob- 
server, or the Panoplist. ‘The 
student examines, perhaps, the 
merits of Middleton onthe Ar- 
ticle, the Dissertations annexed 
to Mageeon Atonement, or takes 


up some knotty point of polem- 
ical theology or biblical criticism. 
To those, who thus misapp!y this 
valuable portion of time, I would 
Say, are your affections, then, so 
lively, that you fear too rapid and 
too high a flight? Is your mind 
SO heaventy, that it needs to be 
bound down toearth? Are you 
already too apt to walk by faith 
and not by sight? Do you fear 
to become too holy, too much 
weaned from the world, too 
much devoted to your God, so 
that you give to secular pursuits, 
those hours which He has called 
his own? So that standing on 
holy ground, you still lock back 
with a longing eye, toward the 
cares and employments of the 
world ? 

Six days shalt thou labor ard do 
all thy work ; but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: 
in it thou shalt not do any work.— 
From even unto even shall ye cele 
brate your Sabbaths. God has tak- 
en to himeelf the full space of one 
natural day. It is therefore no 
longer ours. Ifwe spend any 
part of it, unnecessarily, in world. 
ly thoughts, or worldly employ- 
ments, we rob God of that which 
He has taken as his own. What 
is this but sacrilege? We rob 

ourselves. We squander part of 
she golden season consecrated to 
the attainment of eternal life :— 
when yt is peculiarly on the 
mercy seat, waiting to be gta: 
CiOUS ; wick according to the 
co acurrent testimony of all Chris- 
ti: ins, the strivings of the holy 
Spirit are most efficacious 5 when 
the heart is most open to his i: 
fluence ; when the means of grace 
are most eflectual. We tempt 
his parece: ; we, ina mannct, 
solicit him to give us up to hard- 
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ness of heart; or, at least, to 
withdraw from us the light of his 
countenance. 

The neglect, of which I speak, 
is extensive, is increasing. Where- 
ever I go, I find it prevalent to 
an alarming degrée. It is dif_i- 
cult for a traveller to spend Sat- 
urday night, even in the house of 
4 religious friend, as his duty de- 
mands. Before I am accused of 
exaggeration, let me beg the read- 
erto look into his own practice. 
Is it not time’ for pious masters of 
families, who are anxious for their 
children’s salvation, and their 
own progress in holiness, to pon- 
der these things deeply, and ap- 
ply the remedy ? 

ib. 


— 


AAPPY REFORMATION. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 


If you think the following account will 


promote the cause of religion, please 
to insert it in your useful publica- 
tion. 


Iw a town about 20 miles 
north of Montpelier, (Ver. ) there 


lived avery poor man, who was 


in the constant habit of laboring 
onthe Sabbath. Last spring he’ 
had a bible given him by the Bi- 
ble Society in this state, Upow 
reading it, he felt condemned for 
laboring: on the Sabbath; and, 
on examining the Scriptures, he 
became fully convinced of his 
sin in this particular, and of his 
sinful state : and in a few months 
was brought into the aanety of 
the Gospel. 

Soon sins a neighbor came to 
see him on the Sabbath ; but he 
had no relish for the company of 
his visitor, on that day. He was 
at a loss how to communicate 
his feelings; at length he took 
his neighbor to the barn, and 
said; See how the Lord has 
blessed me this year. Inever 
before had so good crops of grain’ 
and hay; andI have done ne 
work on the Sabbath to obtain’ 
them. Ihave been better pros- 
pered with six days work, than F 
used to be with seven. 

Montpelier, Nov. 1813. 


Reeligious Intelligence. 


From the Panoplist. 
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


Tne Christian public have been for 
some time anxious to hear from the 
Missionaries in Asia. The impedi- 
ments, which the present war Has 
thrown in the way of correspondence 
With that quarter of the world, are of- 
ten embarrassing. 

It will be recoilected, that our last 
intelligence from Messrs. Nott and 


Hal! left them on board ship, about the 
last of Nov. 1812. 
passage from Calcutta to Ceylon, or 
Bombay, (being undeciced at which 


place they should attempt to fix them-’ 


selves, }' and wrote back by the pilot 
boat atter leaving the banks of the 
Ganges. ‘he fast chat we have heard 
from Mr. Nevell is, that be left the 
Isle of France for Bombay on the 24th 
of Feb. 1813. It was not to be ex- 
pected that he would arrive there be- 


They had taken’ 
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foer the date of the following letter; 
but with a prosperous passage, he 
would meet his brethren soon after. 

We have 8trong hopes, that the ap- 
prehensions expressed by Messrs, Nott 
and Hall have not been realized ; and 
that they were permitted to remain 
quietly at Bombay till the new char- 
ter of the East India Conipany rexth- 
ed that place; which it probably did 
in Nov. or Dee. last. | After the arri- 
val of this actof parfiament, tt is pre- 
sumed that no peaceable, prudent mis- 
sionaries will be molested by the local 
rovernments. 

The following letter has the Lon- 
don post mark of Oct.7; it having 
been probably enclosed to some per- 
son who forwarded it. Lf the mission- 
aries had been scnt to England, as 
they thought it possible they might 
be, we should probably have heard 
from them before this tine. 

Messrs. Nott and Hall very proper- 
ty gave a briefsketch of what they had 
Written in previous letters ; and as 
their sutimary is judiciously express- 
ed, and may refresh the minds of 
readers, we publish their whole letter 
to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
American Board of Commssioners for 
Foreign Missions, 


“ Bombay, March 17, 1813. 
** Rev. and Gear Sir, 

We sympathize With you and our 
distant friends in general, in the grief 
you must feelat the unexpected war 
in Which our country is involved. We 
dlaily unite our prayers with yours to 
the “ Giver of peace and Lover ot Con- 
cord,” that you may specdily be de- 
livered from the evils which it mrst 
have introduced, and that those Which 
you fear may be averted from you. We 
had hoped, with the friends of Jesus 
we beiicve both in England and Amer- 
ica, that these kindred nations wouid 
have lived in love und unity, and been 
joined in diffusing their religion far 
and wide. We hope sostill. The 
prayers, offered up by Christ’s real 
friends for this, will not, we trust, re- 
main bong unanswered. That there 
are such prayers, indeed, dees not fail 
to induce in us the continual expecta- 
tion of hearing the good news of peace. 
But you will be more anxious, dear, 
Sir, we doubt not, to learn our situa- 
tion, than to bear our views of yours. 


Arprir: 


** We are happy to inform vou, that 
through the goodness of Cod, we ara 
at length arrived upon the ground, 
which we have chosen as the seat of 
our missionary labors ; though, as you 
will presently see, not with the most 
flattering prospects. We arrived on 
the 19th ult. eleven weeks after leay. 
ing Bengdl Five weeks of this time 
we Spent on the Coromandel coast, at 
the French settlement of Pondicherry, 
from whence we wrote you our last 
letter.* Though we shall have room 
for but little im this letter, we slall; 
as the events of the war may have pre- 
vented your receiving some or all of 
our letters, notice su@s of the princi- 
pal occurences, as will give you a gen- 
erai view of the past, and prepare you 
to understand our present situation. 

** Soon after our arrival in Bengal, 
which was early in August, we were 
ordered to return to America in the 
ship which brought us. Withexpec' 
tations, which we finally gave up, we 
obtained leave to go to the Isle of 
France. Though our arrangements 
were made, at a very early period, to 
go to that place, we were detained by 
causes not under our control, till we 
were led by further inquiries to enter- 
tain hopes of succeeding in this piace; 
of which we had previously despaired. 
After this, we first thought of coming 
by the way of Ceylon; but finally ob- 
tained passports departing # After 
all this was done, our passage paid, 
and a partof our baggage on board, 
We were on 4 sudden informed, that 
provisions were to be made for our 
passage to England on the fleet then 
to sail in five days. As both we and 
our captain had teken the regular 
steps for departure, we embarked a‘- 
cording to our previous arrangements; 
aud arrived at this place as was mel: 
tioned above. 

“ This field, which we chose, ws 
think,after deliberate and prayerful cx- 
amination, is so eligible, being con- 
necied in its knguage with a country 
immense and popuious, and as a cot: 
mercial place, “vith many countries 
limnicnse and populous, that we pre- 


* This letier has not been received: 


+ This is probably the technical phrase 
fora geuzral passport to leuve the cota- 
try. 
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sume, should we succeed in staying, 
oir choice will not fail-to meet your 
highest wishes. Our objections to 
Birmah were, the unsettled state of 
the country—its particular jealousy 
ofEuropeans—the dangers and difh- 
culties with which the Baptist mission 
there has been struggling,—and the 
fear that an attempt by us would be 
followed, not only by itsown defeat, 
but likewise by the defeat of that mis- 
sion. Ina word, . thée is the field we 
esteem tlie most desirable ;—but there 
jssome reason to fear, that We shall 
hot be suffered to rernain.; — 
_ & The Governor, (Sir Eva Nepean, 
Vice president of the British and For- 
eign Bible Suciety,) bears the charac- 
ter ofa religious man; and is, we have 
much season to hee Mw. himself’ in- 
clined to favor tis.. The only difficul- 
ty arises from the strong recomrkenda- 
tion of the supreme government that 
we should be sent away. This strong 
recomimendation results from their 
own original desire, and from their 
displeasure at the manner of out leav- 
itig Bengal ; with the regularit of 
which we believe they were fict thor- 
oughly Acquainted. We have stated 
our desires and explained our conduct 


‘to the Governor; and are informed by 


him, that he has nothing further to 
say to us at present. Our hopes of 


staying are so stfong, that we have al- © 


ready commienced learning the Mah- 
ratta lanpuage. 
“ As the general government have 
been offended, you must not be sur- 
rised, if, when we write again, our 
stter should be dated in Engiland ; or 
if you should hédr from our own lips 
the storv of our trials and disappoirt- 
ments. God forbid that we should 
be so severely afflicted in this way, and 


givé us rather our sufferin,* im our 


work that by taking us from it’ Pray 
for us, that We may tiever faint in dur 
minds, ad mdy be prepared, if that, be 
the will of God, to ehter Upon a new 


_ eourse of wandefirgs aid to be bafifed - 


by new disappointments. 
“'We repeat a wish contained in dut 
former letters, that the communica- 
tions mace to us by the way of Bengal 
may, for the present, be coutmitted 
to the cate of Dr. Carey. 
-* As toour funds, you may well sup- 
pose them low. We hope same ef- 
fectual methol o. replenishing them 


Letter from Messrs. Nott and Hall. 
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‘has already been adopted, Should 


we remain in this place, an. economy, 

which you would call rigid, will not 

more than make our salaries support 

us. Besides, we sliall soon. be in need, 
of many native books, whith can be obe 
tained only at a very high rate, and 

we must immediately be at considerae 
ble expense for tative instructors.—, 
We state these things that the truth 
may be known, and must leave the 
mavasure af your remittance to, your. 
power and your judgment ; assuring 
you that at present we have no plans 
of speriding, and hope wé, never shall 
Rave, but such as.we are willing to 
submit to you, and that .we shall do 
allin dur power for our own support, 
whieh can be done without injury to 
our plans -of usefulness. We are thus 
particular, because we ray not soon 
have another opportunity of writing, 
and an early arrangement on. these. 
points will be very amiportant io our 


_ progress in our work... We beg leave 


to mention, (ifthat way has not already 

n adoptedy) as probably the best 
way of remitting, that your money 
should be lodged in some, mereantile 
house in London, and they be direct- 
ed io give us immediate advice. This. 
indeed is the only.safe way in our pres« 
ent uncertainty, and willat any time 
furnish us with money at the least 
loss. Dear Sir, if we stay here, we 


shall greatly need, your prayers, and 
the prayers of the theta nt (ah 
“The three islands of Bombay, Sala. 
sette, and Carauja, contain about three 
hundred thousand natives, mostly 
Maflifattas ; and the adjacent Mahrat- 
ta territéties, many millions ; while 
to the south and the north there stretch 
Unevangelized regions, which present. 
a pitiful but attractive spectacle to 
Christian benevolence. You will per- 
ceive, from the greatness of the fieid, 
that we shall desire to be strengthen~ 
ed by two brethren. Mor need they 
delay to learn ‘the success of our ate. 
tempt. Should we fail, it will. be for 
reasons, which will not affect them, if, 
ifsteal of comilig to Calcutta, they 
should come to Madras, Ceylon, the 
Isle of Frarice,; ati, or even to the 
Cupe of Good Hopé, and then diectly 
td this place. We do hope, that be 
our destiny as it may, this field wilt 
not bé neglected ja field than’ which 
we believe none possesses more ¢laims 
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or more facilities, Both For ithmediate 
and final. usefuliess. In @ise ‘our 
brethren must be long delayed or 
come to Calcutta, we wish they may 
eome thither. They firay succeed ag 
many Enropeans have done—as we 
hope 16 do—and. we wili forward to 
Caltutta some remarks that mav ena- 
Hie them fo be more Aiscreét than we 
Were. : . 
“TW the Pridential Gommitter, 
and the Board of Commissioners, we 
fender otr highest respect and our 
Shristian aff ctiol’; and mp their pray- 
érs and fours beg a contihaul remem- 
bance. We are, Rev. Sir, pdsars in 
the Gospel, 
Saditver, Nort, 
Gorpvon fart.” 
Rev. Samuiel Worcester, DB. D. 


“p.S. Tfour letters have beer re- 
“eived “you will know it full the histo- 
‘¥y of the other brethren. Brother 
“Wewell is at the Isle: of France, and 

we hepe wiltjoinus. Brethren J. and 
R will putsdeé ae parate mission, hav- 


‘ing changed their sentiments on dap-, 


‘4m, afd been baptised At Calcutta.” 
se ® 
GinDiiam COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


ARLE Society has been establish- 
ed tithe Corvinty of Windham, ugreca- 
Bly to the recommendation of the Stute 
Bible Society. | 
‘he following persoix$ are elected 


officers for the present year. 


President. 


Rev. JONATHAN NYE, New-Fane. | 


Vice President. ._. 


Won. JAFRUS FALL, Esq: Wilming- 


tor, sone 
Dire¢tors.. . . 
JevenYan Stark, Esq. Halifax, . 


\Maj JowNa $ MANN, Brattleboro’, 


CirarLes Puevps, Esq: Townsend. 
Sceretary. 
Hon LUvke Knovnto 
Fane.- . 
‘Treasurer, |. 
‘Purnenas Wut: E, Esq. Putney. , 
The Rev. Syivester Save of West- 
minster is appointed to predch before 
the Society, at the next annual, meet- 
ing, which iS to be holden, at New- 
Fane, on the first Tuesday of August 


'y, ESq, New-, 
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1844; and in case of his failure, The 
Rev. Thomas H. Wood of Hallifax. 
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REPORT 
TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY so. 


CIETY,AT THEIR ANNUAL MEET. 
ING, In PAWLET, SEPT. 17, 1815. 


Tue Constitution of the Vermont 
Missionary Society has made it the 
duty of the Trustees to render to the 
Society, annually, a Summary report 
of their proceedings. In fulfilling 
this duty, the Trustees take opportu. 
nity to observe, that they have wit- 
nessed, With no small satisfaction, a 
rapid increase of the Missionary spirit 
in our country, , Christians awaking 
from slumber begin to listen to the 
calls of their brethren and fellow chris- 
tians for the word of life. Numerous 
berievé'ent Societies havé been formed 
to aid those, who'are ih’ a great meas- 
ure destitpte of the means of grace. 
Somé of'thése Societies extend their 
views and their operations to the most 
remote parts of the world; others’ 
confine their exertions to our own 
eountry, rag pe 

Ihe first, object of ihis Society 13 to 
co-operzte with other similar institu. 
tions, in supplying, with occasional 
preaching, the ntimerougs destitute 
towns in our own state. Except ina 
few instances Missionaries; while in 
your service,haye not passed the boun- 
davies of this state. As the northern 
section of New-York was settled in 
part from Vermont, and is exceedingly 
destitute of regular ministers, your 
Trustees have always considered it 
entitll te their ¢onsideration, and 
have occasionally extended to its ine 
habitants missionary aid. 

_Since your last annua¥ méeting the 
Rev. Fonatiin Hoveyhas completed 
a miszjon of twelve Weeks inthe north: 
exs| part of Vermont. The Rev. Evans 
Beard#ley has. finished .a mission of 
eight weeks having ldbored both .1n 
New-Yoik and in Vermont. The Fev: 
Luther Leland has completed the mis- 
sion, Which was noticed in our last 
report, having spent thirteen weeks, 
in the destitute towns in the nortkh- 
east part of this state. a 
Since our lust report, the followinz 
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Missionary appointments have been 
made. 
weeks, 

Rev. Simeon Parmelee 12 -Chit.C. 
Kev. AsaCarpenter 12 wn. E. 
Rev. Justin Parsons 10 Soutilierly. 
Rev. James Pai ker 12 Frakiin C. 
Rev. Josiah Hopkins 12 N ¥.& Vt 
Rev: Asaph Morgan 12 Orleans C. 
Kev. Jona. Kitchel 8 Southerly. 
Rev. J.D. Winchester 12 New-York. 
Rev. Justin Parsons 8 Central, 

The two brethren first‘named have 
performed the service assigned them, 
and returned their journals. Mr. Par- 
sons has compteted liis’ first mission, 
buthas yet made no returns respect- 
ing his second. Mr. Parker having 
adored nine weeks agreeably te his 
appointment, and finding it inconven- 
ient to complete his mission, returned 
his journal and declined continuing in 
the service of the society. “Mr. Hop- 
kins having labored six weeks return- 
ed his journal and had leave to relin- 
quish the remainder ofhis mission. 

The Trustees appropriated fifty dol- 
lars for the benefit of Bristol, ‘on cori- 
dition there should be raised ‘in that 
town, a sum sufficient including this 
donation to employ the Rev. ‘Evans 
Beardsley two thirds of ‘the time, for 
gne year. The inhabitants of Bristol 
met the wishes of ite Trustecs, and 
Mr. Beardsley has already labored 
with them more than six months. 

The Trustees have cénsidei‘ed it de- 
Sirable, that some faithful person, 
should ‘be constantly in their service ; 
and that he should hold himself ready 
to wisit any particular part of the 
State, where missionary labors might 
appear peculiarly needful. With these 
Views, thev gave Mr. Jonathan Lee, a 
Jute member of the Andover Seminary, 
@ Missionary appointment, for,one year, 
designing, that he should be ordained, 
uS SOR. as Circumstances rendered it 
convenient. Mr. Lee having other gb- 
jects in view, declined accepting the 
Rppointment. “The Trustees are still 
desirous to ebtain some person, who 
will devote himself to. the missionary 
cause, for one or two years. 3 
_ The.Trustees still majntain the opin- 
40n expressed, in their last report, that 
the cause of the Redeemer would be 
Much promoted, if contiguous towns, 
that are vacant, would agsociate and 
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unite the several sums, they might 
contribute, with those appropriationg 
for their benefit, which the Trustees 
are disposed to make. In such cises, 
ordinances might be regulariv admin- 
istered, and preaching enjoyed, af sta- 
ted times, which would be more or 
less frequent according to the meats, 
that individual.towns might furnish. 
Itis hoped that vagant towns will be- 
come more sensible of the happy effects 
which such arrangements are cuicula- 
ted to produce. 
Fathers and Brethren, 

“The harvest truly is great.” Our 
means are small, * the laborers are teW; 
Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of thehav- 
vest, that he sould send forth labor- 
ers into his harvest.” **Let us riot be 
weary im well doing.” “For with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 
The cause in which you are engaged, 
is the cause of God. Et may langyish, 
for aseason ; but #t must prevail 
musttriumph, Christ shall have ev- 
en ‘ the’ heathen for his’ inheritance, 
and the uttermost paris of the earth 
for his possession.’ ped 

To the blessing of Almighty God, 
the ‘Trustees now commend the socie- 
ty, praying, that upon them may come 
the blessing of many ready to perish. 

Pavvlet, Sept. 17, 18 4. 

In behalf of the Trustees, 
_ YL A. MERRILL, Secretary. 


Statement of the funds of the 
Vermont Missionary Society, 
September 10,1813. 0. © 

No 1. 


Account of contributions since the 
Jast report. 


Berlin” $8 61 
W ardsborough, 7 73 
Hallifax = >> 7 78 
Barre 7 37 
Jericho 5 46 
Vergennes il St 
Starksborough 2 21 
Windsor, E. Pe 29 50 
Concord © 5S 50 
Danville lv 87 
Weathersfield 12 94 
Hartiord 8 29 
Thetford 9 25 
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Norwich 4 85 
Middlebury 41 393 
Burlington 29 26 
oodstock, N. P. . 1; 08 
Barre 12 860 
$244 4 

No. 2. rare 


Funds arising from other sources, 
than the contributions of the several 
religious Societies. 


For admission into the Missionary 


Society, and annual payment of some of 
the member s. 


William Hall, Esq. $9 
Mr Frederick Hall 

Rev. John Fitch 2 30 
Rev. Daniel Haskel a 
Charles Bulkley, Es 2 
Mr. Crosby, Mon: siter 2 
Mr. Ashibel Skinner —° 2 
Jonas Whitney, Esq. 3 


Revwds B Fowler, L. Haynes. 





H. Weeks, UC. Wright and Zli- 

sha Allis, Esq. $1, each 5 

J onas Whitney, a ] 
$38 20 

Donations by private Societies and indi- 

viduals. 

Descon John Duiicn, Hartford $1 

Fen.ale Society. Jericho 3 17 

Female friend of missions “= 

Female Cent Society, Waipole, 

NOH. 18 50 

Female friend of missions, Ww al. hem 

“ pole | | 1 50 

Miss B:-tsy Green, Pittsford * 62 

Severul Females, Highgate 6 68 


Young Ladies Benevolent Saci- 

ety, Jerioho * Me Bs 3 }3 
Female’ unknown Pa 
Female unknown 2 30 
Rev James Parker a 
Fe male friend of missions, Char- 

lotte © 1 50 
Female friend of missions, New- 

Haven 2 
Cent Society, Thetford 4: 
Number of Females, Cornwail 10 
Female, friend of Missions, 


Windsor 1 
Rev. Justin Parsons 10 
Friend of Missions, Thetford 10 
Be ¥ a ee 

$91 69 





Treasurer. 
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Contributzoris and donations to Missions 


aries €9c. 

Rev. Evans Beardsley 13 40 

Rev. James Parker > 
Rev. Josiah Hopkins § 51 
Rev. Simeon Parmeiee 23 06 
Rev. Asa Carpenter ~ 4 25 
Kev. Justin Parsons 7 50 
$65 72 
» O1 49 
38 20 
$195 61 


By monies of the Gen. Primer 
 Agetit, in part of 'a loan 147 

H3i2 61 

No. 8 . 


Disbursements. 


For Missionary Services. 
To Rev.” Evans Beardsiey, ‘ba!- 
‘ance of aformer mission $16 
Rev. Josiah Hopkias © * | . 


Rev. Luther Leland 91 
Rev. Evans Beardsley 56 
Rev. James Parker | 63 
Rev Thadeus Osgood 30 
Rev. Josiah Hopkins ‘14 
Rv. Simeon ‘Parmé lee 84 
Rev. Asa Carpenter © 84 
Rev. Evans Beardsley 25 
Rev. Justin Parsons 7Q 
For priuting Address, &c. 
To Timothy'C. Strong ~ 4 
$566 © 
= 


A particular list of contributions and 
donations tu Missionariés. 
To Kev. Buans Beardsley. 


In Salisbury’ 1 30 
Addison 9 35 
Starksborough 2795 
To Rev. James Parker, 
In Sheldon: - - G2 44 
Richford 2 12 
Pcac. Welloughby, Berkshire 0 40 
Major Farnsworth, Fairfax «+ 1 
Erastus Rogers, Underhill 1 


To Rev. Josiah Mopkins. 
Female Cent Society, Jericho 0 51 
The church, Hinesburgh 5 

To Rev. Simeon Parmelee. — 
In Richmond | 
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Hinesburgh 11 44 Friend of missions, St. Johasbury 0 2 
Williston ‘3 62 ae 

Joshua Reed, Esq. Shelburn 1 

oneioata To Rev. Justin Parsons, 
ap iy By Deac. Hutchinson 5 
To Rev. Ai Carpenter. ' Mr George Curtis 2 

By a number of Ladies St. Jolins- Deacon Ball 0 50. 
bury 4 , 

Ve rmont Misstonary Society, tm account mith Seth Storrs, 

Tre asurer. — Dr. 

T9amount of monies paid by order, as per statement No 3 €565 

To Balance carried to new account 9181 26 

$1746 26 
Cr. 

By Talance, as by the last report $1158 71 

By Contribntions, as per statement No 1. 244 94 

By Donations, &¢. as per statement No. 2, 342 61 

1746 26 


SETH STORRS, Treasurer. 


Middlebury 13th September, 1813. 


I have examined the above account, and find :t correct. 


After the account was closed and ay- 
dited, I received the following contri- 
butions. 

Brookfield G15 18 
Montpelier i6f 50 
United churches in the vicinity 


of Barre 4 16 
Peacham 30 68 
Lunenburgh 3 03 
L. Worcester, J Fitch, C 
Wright, C. Bulkicy, Esq John 
Crosby, Bl each 5 00 
Hardwick’ 6 00 
Female Society, Danville 9 % 
$88 31 


SETH STORRS, Treasurer. 
SAMUEL SWIET, Auditor. 
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Exrenetve and powerful is the do- 
minion of the prinée of darkness. His 
empire comprehends alarge proportion 
of the globe which we inhabit. Jn cast- 
ing our eyes over the warld, how many 


SAMUEL SW IFT, vingitor. 


countries do we find, polluted with 
the unhallowed and the desolating 
practices of heathenish idolatry ? How 
many covered with the deadly delu- 
sions of mahometanism ? The alluring 
but poisonous principles of the reli- 
gion of that arch imposter, Mahomet, 
have spread over a considerable por- 
tion of Eastern Russia, a part of Chi- 
na, the whole of Persia, ‘lartary, Ara- 
bia, Egypt, the Barbary States, and 
have even been established among nu. 
merous savage tribes. It may, indeed, 
be questioned, whether the Saviour of 
the world, the Lord of glory, bas ever 
acquired, on earth, a multitude of dis- 
ciples so vast, as that, which have 
embraced the pernicious, and de- 
structive, and impious dpctrines of 
the fugitive o! of Mecea. 

Halt of the globe is occupied by men 
who pay adoration to gods of wood, 
and of stone. Idolatry, more or ree 
gross, has taken de ep rostin many of 
the immense countries of North and 
South America ; in all the interior of 
Africa; in the unmeasured regions of 
Asia; andin innumberable islands in 
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fhe Fastern and Pacifick oceans. You 
have read accounts of the horrible bar- 
burities of the pagans. You have read 
of the lewdness, of the cruelties dis- 
plaved dy the worshippers of the idol 
at Juggernaut. Youhave read of the 
shocking crimes of infanticide, and 
of selfmurder upon the funeral file, 
which are almost daily perpetrated in 
the dominions of India. And when 
you Were perusing these accounts did 
notastrong wish; did notan ardent 
desire to Circutnscribe, to diminish 
these scenes of wickedness and woe, 
thrill your bosom? This wish, thjs 
desire, we ask you to’¢herish, to rrat- 
ify. Doall in yeur power to diffuse 
the blessed truths of the Gospel. Let 
the benign influece of the sacred scrip- 
tures have a universal spread ; let the 
sentiments, Which they contain, be 
universally imbibed ; let them bring 
forth their legitimate fruits, and thete 
will be a speedy and effectual termin- 
ation put tothe predominance, and 
even to the existence, of those terrif- 
ick calamities of which we complain. 
We live in an age of wonders. Yhe 
redictions of the Bible, respecting the 
aiter-day glory of the church, are rap- 
idly fulfilling. All the events of the 
present period are conspiring to the 
accomplishment of this glorious end. 
The kingdom of the adorable Redeem- 
eris beginning toenlarge. The obsta- 
cles, which lately seemed insuperable 
barriers toiis augmentation, the Al- 
mighty is now, with perfect facility, 
destroying. The papal authority, 
which, for a long period, arrogated to 
itself the sacred, and unalienable right 
of the great Jehovah,to pardon human 
offences ; ‘that authority, which sen- 
tenced tothe rack, to the flames, and 
horribiy anathematized, all, who dared 
to whisper a word against its abomin- 
able corruptions; that authority, 
which once swayed the tyrannick 
sceptre over kings and nations at its 
will, 1s now fallen prostrate to the 
earth, like dagon before the Ark of 
God. It is but the shadow of what it 
was. Some ofits advocéates are now 
employed in imparting the word of 
Jite to those from whom the privilege 
of reading it was once interdicted. 
The mahometan system of falshood, 
vhich wasformerly propagated by the 
puintof the swor d, and by the prom- 
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ise, to its adherents, of a heaven of 
sensual delights, is crumbling to the 
dust. The spirit of the Hirhest hus 
enlightened the understandings of 
Some of its subjects. The foliy and 
the absurdity of the doctrines in which 
they trusted are laid open to their 
awakened inspection. | They discover 
the weakness of the staff on which they 
Jeaned, and are alarmed.—They too 
are assisting in the diffusion of the 
scriptures. ‘ Wehave sent twodoz, 
en of Bibles,” says Dr. Naudi, ** which 
were receiveg with eagemess, and dis- 
tributed by a Dervise, a Turkish 
nionk” among his brethren. — | 
Even the bigoted Israelites are be- 
inning to relax the obstinacy of. 
their unbelief in Christ, and to comply 
with his humiliating injunctions.— 
A Jew, possessing extensive influ-nce 
with his nation, and lately converted 
to Christianity, wrote a request ‘that 
the largest number of new Testa- 
ments, that could possibly be trans. 
mittcd, should be sent to him for the 
purpose of distribution.” The re- 
quest we are informed, could not be 
granted; and we learn with rapture, 
that this persevering son of Abraham 
‘*satup whole nights to transcribe the 
gospe] of St. Luke into modein Ara. 
bic and Greek with his own band.” 
The attachment of the heathen to 
their idol gods is greatly enteebled. 
Calisfor the Bible resound through. 
out the vast regions of Pagan Asia. 
Similar calls are heard from the Cape 
of Good Hope ; from the islands of the 
West Indies ; from the Spanish prov- 


inces of South America; from the 


coast of Labrador, ail even from the 
wilds of Taytary.. Individuals are €n- 
gaged in translating the Bible into the 
various languages of mankind The 
British and foreign Bible Society has 
already been instrumental in diffusing 
itin bo less than fifty nine different 
tonrucs. | 

The nations of christendom are 
awake. Associaligns are every where 
forming for the Jawdable purpose of 
sending the holy seriptures, and with 
them, the bLeralds of the cross, into al! 
countries, for the conversion of ail na- 
ticns to the christian faith— 
To render these combinations 
active, and energetick, anc successiul, 
the nioney, and the fervent prayers, 93 
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the frietids of Zion must be gratu- 
itously offered. To be enabled to 
cooperate in the accomplishment of 
this grand, and glorious object 
jn our own country, the Trusteés of 
the Vermon! Missionary Society take 
this opportunity to solicit a portion of 
your liberality. They present claims 
tc your charity, which they hope, and 
believe, you will not disown. ‘They 
do not contemplate employing your 
benefactions in the distribution of the 
Bible. That pleasing and necessary 
task helong’s to another benevolent as- 
sociation, which, we trust, will be 
fuithful in the discharge of its urgent 
and important duty. They do not 
contemplate sending missionariés to 
the heathen. But they desire, ifpos- 
sible, to be the means of causing the 
momentous truths of the Gospel to be 
preached to those, in our own territo- 
ry, who are in perishing need of reli. 
riousinstruction, They wish, ifpos- 
sible, to be the means, of effectually 
checking the progress of thosé alarm- 
ing vices, which are spreading with 
astonishing rapidity in eur country, 
and which are calling down on our 
heads the heaviest of the jadgments 
of heaven. 

Every one, who opens his eyes, must 
perceive a growing irreverence for the 
sacred institutions of religion. The 
holy Sabbath is violated openly, with 
impunity, and with almost no resist- 
ance from the friends of Immanuel. 
Profaneness is becomiuig the ordinary 
dialect of the day. Even the tongues 
ef infants, who can scarcely utter ar- 
ticulate sounds, are loaded with the 
most horrible imprecations. The mor- 
al desolations, which are produced by 
the existence ofa state of war in our 

country, are imcaleulably great, and 
' will be perpetual, unless they are op- 
posed by a cortesponding increase of 
exertion from the religious publick. 

Do you wish your children to im- 
bibe, with their earliest breath, senti- 
ents, which ‘will finally laad them 


? 
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in the dark abodes of the damned? 
Do you wish them to grow up ignee 
rant of their obligations to God, and 
of their duty to their fellow men? 
Do you wish them to become the pes's 
of society, the bane of virtue, the dis- 
grace of their parents, and the heirs of 
interminable misery? No; we are 
persuaded you do not. You are not 
so lost to the feelings of humanity ; 
you are not so lost tothe temporal and 
endless .weil-being of your dear off- 
spring. You wish them weare cer- 
taih, to be educated for happiness on 
earth, and finally to enjoy the bliss of 
heaven. But, how can this be effect- 
ed? Replenish the treasury of tle 
Missionary Society. Open your pui- 
ses wide, and remember the divine 
precept; fe that giveth to. the por 
léndeth to the Lerd. Enable the Socie 
ety to enlatge its means of doing 
good. Enabieitto comply with the 
frequent requests for preaching, 
which are made to it by vacant and 
indigent parishes. 

How many of the inhabitants of this 
Stuteare daily entering the eternz! 
world? And wilt you suffer any uns 
régenerate soul to go tothe tribunal 
of Jehovah; ignorant of the method of 
salvation, and unadmonished of its 
danger, through your parsimony ?— 
Will you thus accumulate curses up- 
on your own head? We trust not,— 
But you will demand “ how much 
shall we give?” Think of the worth 
of the immortal soul. Think of the 
price given for its redemption. Think 
of the consequences, which follow the 
exercises of christian charity. Think 
of the source from which all yor 
wealth is derived. Think of the 
shortness, and uncertainty, of the pee 
riod allowed you for doifig-good with 
your property ; and give as liberally, 
and as prayerfully, as you woud were 
you then atthe bar of your futureJudgi 
And may you, in consequence of your 
benefactions, inherit the blessings of 

any souls ready to perish. 


Voted, That the several Churches and Congrerations in Vermont be requested 
_ $0 have a contribiition, for the benefit of the Missionary Sotiety, on tie first Subbath 
ta June hext ; “or on some Sabbath immediately following. 


Middlebury, May 1814: 


T, A, MERRILL, Secresory; 
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Nore. 





Revival of Religion in Springfield (N. J.) 


The monies collected may be paid to Colonel Seru Storr of 


Middlebury, the Treasurer of the Soriety ; or where that is riot convenient, te 
either of the Trustees. or to either of the Receivers. For names of Trustees and 
Kteceivers, see the Adviser vol. V. page 313. 
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REVIVAL OP RELIGION IN SPRING. 
FieLb, (N J.) 


Gopy of aletter fromthe Rev. G. Wil. 
tums, Paitor.of the Presbyterian 
Congregation in Sprinz field; CN. J.) 
to his friend iti Phi ade'phia. 


* Springficld, Feb. 26, 1814, 

, My dear friend; 

I know your heart will rcfoice to hear 
bf the prosperity of Zion. God has 
appeared in glory amongst us. He has 
passed over this whole congregation, 
as with a mighty rushing wind = This 
is the seventh revival, which has ta- 
ken plate where Ehave lived, though 
two of thém wete prevjous to mv min- 
istry; but this exceeds what I ever 
before withessed. ‘Though there were 
some hopeful prospects last spring, 
and again in January after a seasdén of 
stupidity, the great work did nut ap- 
pear until the second day of this 
tmonth. It exceeds our former revi- 
vals in its rapidity, in spreading thro’ 
all parts of the congregation itt a few 
days ; in its Power, produting the se- 
verest atiguish of soul, carrying some 
hearly to cespair, and in some instan- 
ces issuing iff conversion in a few 
days; and in its being so general 
among the youth, arid almost entitely 
confined to that class. The first eve- 
ning which I -ppointed to converse 
with persons under religioas impres- 
sions, 25 attended ; (all youths but 
two) At the next appointment, SO 
Were present, atid only two of them 


were,over 25 years of age Last week, 


on Monday evening, one 6f my elders 
who attended with mc, and took ac- 
éonnt, said there were 70, exclusive 
of 7 who had professed religion. And 
Jast Monday evening he said there 


were 160. besides 20 others not reck- , 


oned under deep impressions. These 
were ouly what could assemble in the 
midst of the town in the evening,— 
The nig!:t was very dark, and the trav- 
elling quite muddy; so that many 
could not attend ; and e pecially from 
the extreme part of the parish In 


the afternoon of Tuesday dast, fap- 


.* 


pointed to commune with persons 
under religious impressions, in the 
most distant corner of the parish, anc 
32 attended, nearly all youths; and 
but one had obtained a hope. 
‘In this general shock, it is diffi- 
cult to ascertain the number of persons 
under awakenings: Some say there 
are not lessthan 200; byt I should 
say about 150. The work is rapidly 
progressing.and new cases occur eve- 
ty day. Within afew days past it 
has begun to pass from the children to 
the parents, and, I hope, many who 
have sinned away the, day of youth 
will yet find mercy. Ihave just been 
informed, that one of my neighbors of 
about 70, and another of 50 years of 
age, have lately experienced the love 
of God shed abroad in their hearts, 
and are now rejoicing inthe hope of 
glory. One ofour elders has 7 chil- 
dren under 25 years of age, who dre 
subjects of this work,.and six of theth, 


. together with a daughter-in-law, have 


obtained a hope of pardoning mercy. 
Ihave conversed with 45, who have 
obtained a hope that their sins are 
pardoned through the blood of Jesus. 
Such a time was never before known 
in Springfield. We had a revival in 
1803, and only 60 were added to the 
Church in one year. In 1808 we ex- 
perienced another time of refreshing, 
and only 54 were received into the 
Clurch in the same period. But 
though we cannot tell what will be 
the issue of this work, thé number will 
probably be greater, My labors at 
present are unusually arduous I[ 
feel as though the apostolic direction, 
Preach the word; be instant tn season 
and ovit of season, is noy to me partic. 
ulariy applicable. During 24 days 
past, I have been attending the devo- 
tions of religious assemblies every 
evening except two; and though the 
season has been muddy, and the flights 
dark, these assemblies have been full. 
I bless the Lord that my health has. 
not yet failed, though it has been sha- 
ken;.and I-am not without fears. 
Yef im the present state: of things { 
Care-not relax:fer one day.” 


- 





